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FIRE  MARSHAL  STAFF  REORGANIZATION 

In  a  memorandum  dated  May  22,  1978  to  Attorney  General  Mike 
Greely,  Fire  Marshal  Robert  Kelly  requested  approval  for  reassign- 
ments  of  the  the  Fire  Marshal  staff. 

The  reassignments  would  allow  for  four  field  deputies.   They 
would  be  assigned  as  follows: 

Robert  Robinson  -  Chinook  -  Northeast  District  (effective  6/1/78) 

Thomas  Selleck  -  Billings  -  Southeast  District  (effective  7/1/78) 

Edward  Churchwell  -  Missoula  -  Western  District 

Bruce  Houston  -  Helena  -  Central  District 

These  four  deputies  will  be  responsible  for  fire  and  arson  inves- 
tigation and  code  compliance  inspections  within  their  districts. 

In  addition,  as  more  county  arson  investigation  teams  are  formed, 
Tom  Selleck,  with  the  appropriate  district  deputy,  will  give  the  arson 
team  training. 

Ronald  Hetrick,  Helena,  will  be  responsible  for  coordinating  code 
compliance  inspections  and  reinspections ,  plan  reviews,  inspecting  and 
setting  priorities  for  certain  state  properties. 

Fay  Hanson,  Helena,  will  continue  to  be  responsible  for  the  fire 
reporting  system,  in  addition  to  assisting  with  the  permit  and  licens- 
ing program. 

Eunice  Lippert  will  continue  to  function  as  the  office  secretary. 

Fire  Marshal  Kelly  has  asked  all  deputies  to  contact  fire  depart- 
ment chiefs  regarding  data  processing  printouts  for  their  departments 
to  determine  how  valuable  the  printouts  are  and  whether  a  semi-annual 
printout  would  be  sufficient. 

Approval  to  investigate  a  suspected  arson  fire  upon  request  of 
any  fire  department  shall  be  obtained  from  either  Chief  Kelly  or,  in 
his  absence,  Tom  Selleck. 

Bruce  Houston  and  Ron  Hetrick  will  be  working  together  to  compare 
the  statutes  on  explosives  and  fireworks  to  determine  if  there  is  a 
conflict  with  the  present  statutes  and  the  Uniform  Fire  Code.   They 
will  submit  the  preliminary  compilation  to  Marc  Racicot,  County 
Prosecutor  Service,  Department  of  Justice,  for  assistance. 

Chief  Kelly  reports  that  plans  reviews  with  pamphlet  101  will  be 
discontinued  in  the  Fire  Marshal  office  upon  adoption  of  the  Uniform 
Fire  Code.   Deputies  will  inspect  new  buildings  or  places  of  assembly 
where  city  or  county  jurisdiction  is  not  in  effect. 


MFIRS  REPORTING  PROBLEMS 

Some  departments  are  still  having  problems  completing  the  902F 
reporting  forms.   The  following  are  some  areas  which  seem  to  be 
causing  some  confusion.   Please  check  any  copies  of  reports  that  have 
been  submitted  to  determine  if  these  relate  to  your  reporting. 

1.  Cooking  fires  in  the  home  should  be  coded  as  structure  fires 
(code  11)  in  Type  of  Situation  Found  (Line  E) ,  even  in  they 
are  out  on  arrival.   The  should  not  be  coded  as  smoke  removal 
(code  53)  or  smoke  scare  (code  61) . 

2.  Lines  H  and  I  (To  be  Completed  if  Casualty  or  Fire)  are  not 
being  filled  out  for  many  fires,  especially  grass  and  vehicle 
fires . 

For  vehicle  fires,  the  Fixed  Property  (Line  I)  would  be  where 
the  vehicle  is  sitting  when  ignition  occurs  (e.g.  public 
street-962,  highway- 961,  etc.). 

For  grass  fires,  the  Fixed  Property  code  is  the  type  of  property 
on  which  the  grass  fire  occurred  (e.g.  lawn-931,  railroad  right- 
of-way-951,  etc.). 

There  are  still  some  departments  using  a  one-digit  number  when 
coding  Fixed  Property  (e.g.  a  one-family  dwelling  is  being 
coded  "4"  or  "004"  when  it  should  be  coded  "411") . 

3.  There  is  a  Mobile  Property  code  for  a  pickup  (22). 

The  Mobile  Property  code  for  dumpsters  is  "72".   Please  use 
this  code  when  reporting  dumpster  fires.   Be  sure  to  indicate 
the  Fixed  Property  on  which  the  dumpster  was  sitting  when 
ignition  occurred. 

4.  All  fires,  whether  out  on  arrival  or  not,  must  be  reported  in 
their  entirety  on  the  reporting  form. 

5.  Please  indicate  in  REMARKS  the  department (s)  which  gave  or 
received  mutual  aid. 

6.  IF  YOU  HAVE  NO  RUNS  OR  RESPONSES  FOR  A  MONTH,  PLEASE  SEND  A 
NOTE  OR  LETTER  TO  THIS  OFFICE  INDICATING  YOUR  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
NAME,  FDID  NUMBER,  AND  THE  MONTH  YOU  ARE  REPORTING  FOR. 

Many  of  the  reporting  problems  indicate  that  the  individuals  com- 
leting  the  reports  are  not  taking  the  time  to  look  for  the  proper  code 
number.   If  you  are  having  difficulty  selecting  the  proper  code  number , 
at  least  write  in  your  own  words  a  description  for  trie  line  item.   In 
this  way,  the  incTividual  in  our  office  responsible  for  checking  the 
reports  may  be  able  to  supply  the  correct  code  number. 
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MFIRS  TRAINING  AND  REPORTING  PROGRESS 

As  of  June  30,  19/8,  approximately  90%  of  the  fire  departments  had  been  trained 
to  complete  the  Montana  Fire  Incident  Reports  (902F  and  902G).  Of  the  56  County 
Sheriffs,  63%  had  been  trained. 

Unfortunately,  the  percentage  of  departments  and  Sheriffs  that  have  been  trained 
is  not  reflected  in  the  reports  being  submitted  to  this  office.  There  are  a  total  of 
355  agencies  trained;  of  these,  161  have  not  submitted  reports  of  any  kind  to  this 
office  since  January  1.  This  is  approximately  45%  of  the  departments  trained  that  are 
not  reporting. 

Many  departments  do  not  have  any  responses  to  report,  however,  the  Fire  Marshal 
Bureau  has  requested  all  departments  to  submit  a  monthly  response  report  to  indicate 
their  department  had  no  calls  for  the  previous  month.  Several  departments  have  been 
cooperating  by  submitting  these  "no  response"  letters,  but  most  have  not. 

Another  problem  is  many  departments  were  not  trained  until  late  in  the  year.  We 
asked  all  departments  to  keep  records  of  all  responses  from  the  first  of  the  year  and 
report  them  on  the  new  902  reporting  form.  From  all  indications,  many  departments 
began  reporting  from  the  time  they  received  training  and  did  not  go  back  to  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  This  will  not  give  us  the  total  picture  we  need  for  the  year 
unless  we  receive  those  reports  that  have  not  been  submitted. 

Regarding  those  departments  not  attending  scheduled  training  sessions,  the  Fire 
Marshal  staff  will  be  contacting  those  departments  throughout  the  year  to  give  them 
their  handbooks  and  reporting  forms.  There  are  no  immediate  plans  for  retraining 
sessions;  however,  if  the  need  for  retraining  is  indicated,  sessions  will  be  scheduled 
at  a  later  date. 


CETA  PERSONNEL  CONDUCT  FIRE  CHECKS  ON  BUILDINGS 

FROM:      The  Montana  Standard,   May  31,    1978 

Public  building  inspections  by  the  Anaconda  Fire  Department  are  being  updated  by 
two  young  people  hired  for  one  year  under  the  Concentrated  Employment  Training  Admini- 
stration program,  Chief  Ed  Johnston  said. 

The  CETA  personnel  are  working  on  all  records  in  the  fire  station  on  inspections 
of  Anaconda's  business  buildings,  schools,  churches,  and  other  public  buildings. 

On  completion  of  that  section  of  inspections,  the  firemen,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  two  trainees,  will  start  a  file  on  home  inspections.  Johnston  pointed  out 
the  private  dwelling  inspections  will  be  made  with  owner  permission  only. 

The  inspections  cover  type  of  construction,  heating  and  lighting,  location  of 
shutoff  valves  and  switches,  firefighting  equipment,  and  other  information  pertinent 
to  the  department  in  time  of  an  emergency. 

In  a  recent  private  interview  between  Chief  Ed  Johnston  and  a  member  of  the 
Fire  Marshal  staff,  Chief  Johnston  stated  that  July  1,  1978  two  additional  CETA  per- 
sonnel will  be  placed  on  the  Fire  Department  staff.   These  two  individuals  will  train 
as  firefighters.   Chief  Johnston  anticipates  that  in  one  year,  when  the  CETA  funds 
are  exhausted,  the  City  of  Anaconda  will  approve  funding  to  hire  the  two  trainees  as 
full-time  firefighters.   If  the  hiring  of  these  individuals  is  approved,  it  will  allow 
for  the  official  appointment  of  Robert  King  as  Fire  Marshal  and  Ron  Hanson  as  Training 
Officer.   Currently,  these  men  are  only  acting  is  these  capacities  unofficially  due 
to  funding   and  understaf f ing  problems  in  the  Department. 
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STATE  AGENCY  STUDIES  POTENTIAL  FIRE  HAZARDS 


The  State  of  Montana  Food  and  Consumer  Safety  Bureau  is  conducting  a  study  on  two 
potential  fire  hazards. 

The  first  is  cellulose  insulation.  *Cellulose  fiber  insulation  is  like  expanded 
perlite  and  expanded  vermiculite  in  that  it  is  a  loose  material.  It  is  either  poured 
or  blown  into  the  joist  or  stud  space.  It  is  unlike  the  mineral  insulating  materials 
in  that  it  is  combustible.   Cellulose  fiber  insulation  is  produced  by  shredding  wood 
or  paper,  pulverizing  it  in  hammer  mills,  then  blending  the  material  with  a  dry  chemi- 
cal to  achieve  some  degree  of  fire-retardance.  The  chemicals  used  for  the  fire- 
retardant  treatment  may  be  one  or  a  mixture  of  the  following:  borax,  boric  acid,  mono- 
or  diammonium  phosphate,  and  ammonium  sulphate.  Other  fire-retardant  chemicals  may 
also  be  used.  These  chemicals  are  water  soluable  and  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
repeated  exposure  to  moisture  or  extreme  changes  in  humidity.  There  is  some  question 
about  whether  such  changes  would  result  in  migration  of  the  chemical  deeper  into  the 
fibers  or  lower  in  the  bed  of  insulation.  Insulating  material  treated  with  sulfates 
may  cause  corrosion  of  metal-sheathed  cable  or  metal  fixtures,  especially  under  humid 
conditions. 

Not  all  cellulose  fiber  insulations  are  listed  by  testing  laboratories.  Those 
that  are  listed  generally  have  flame  spread  ratings  from  15  to  60.  Under  favorable 
conditions,  cellulose  fiber  insulation  will  smolder  or  glow,  especially  if  a  source 
of  ignition  penetrates  deep  into  the  bed  of  material.  With  a  sizable,  sustained 
ignition  source  present,  the  chemicals  will  eventually  break  down  and  the  insulating 
material  will  burn.*  (Haken  from  the  May   1978  FIRE  JOURNAL) 

The  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  will  supply  the  Food  and  Consumer  Safety  Bureau  with 
statistics  gathered  from  the  902  Incident  Reports.  We  request  that  all  departments 
responding  to  a  fire  involving  cellulose  insulation  report  the  following  information, 
if  available: 

Brand  of  insulation 

Manufacturer 

Where  manufactured 

Date  of  installation 

Company  or  firm  doing  the  installation 

The  second  hazard  being  studied  is  aluminum  wiring.  Studies  indicate  that 
aluminum  wiring  will  oxidize  over  a  period  of  time  and  will  cause  a  resistance 
between  the  wiring  and  the  electrical  connector.  When  this  occurs,  the  wiring  will 
build  up  heat  and  can  present  a  potential  fire  hazard. 

Reporting  departments  are  requested  to  provide  the  year  the  wire  was  installed, 
the  installer,  the  manufacturer,  and  where  the  wire  was  purchased.  The  information 
provided  in  the  "Equipment  Involved  in  Ignition",  "Form  of  Heat  of  Ignition",  and 
"Ignition  Factor"  sections  of  the  report  form  should  provide  information  as  to 
whether  the  wiring  was  the  initial  cause  of  the  fire  or  not. 

Many  departments  are  reporting  electrical  failures  in  "Type  of  Situation  Found" 
(Code  45).  We  request  that  for  the  purpose  of  this  study,  if  any  of  these  electrical 
failures  involve  aluminum  wiring,  you  report  them  as  fires  and  code  the  report  form 
accordingly. 
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INSULATION:  AN  IMPORTANT  PUBLIC  FIRE  EDUCATION  ISSUE 

FROM:      U.S.    Department  of  Commerce  April,    1978  Resource  Exchange  Bulletin 

According  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  thermal  insulation  was  added 
to  an  estimated  eight  million  homes  between  1974-76.  Homeowners  did  about  70% 
of  the  installation.  Almost  three  million  homes  were  expected  to  have  insula- 
tion added  in  1977  alone. 

Matt  Maley,  Environmental  Control  Director  for  the  Shriners  Burns  Institute 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is  one  of  many  fire  educators  with  a  growing  concern  over 
the  fire  hazard  presented  by  insulation,  especially  with  "do-it-yourself"  in- 
stallations. 

"There  has  been  an  increase  of  fires  in  our  county  and  many  of  these  are 
associated  with  insulation",  according  to  Maley.  "Two  have  been  related  to 
insulation  near  recessed  lights  and  one  to  a  cellulosic  insulation  that  may  not 
have  had  sufficient  flame  retardant  added." 

Maley  is  gathering  information  on  existing  community  codes  or  standards  on 
insulation.  He  hopes  to  make  a  summary  of  local  insulation  ordinances  available 
to  other  fire  educators.  Local  information  may  be  sent  to:  Matt  Maley, 
Director  of  Environmental  Control,  Shriners  Burns  Institute,  2020  Goodman  Street, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45219. 

Oklahoma  Fire  Department  Studies  Insulation 

The  Oklahoma  City  Fire  Department  has  studied  fires  within  the  city  related 
to  insulation  and  has  found  insulation  is  not  the  source  of  the  problem.  Much 
of  today's  insulating  materials  are  not  flammable,  but  can  retain  heat  and  con- 
duct heat  to  nearby  flammable  substances  when  a  heat  source  is  applied.  The 
fire  department  has  found,  for  instance,  that  recessed  lighting  fixtures  using 
incandescent  bulbs  need  appropriate  shielding,  such  as  a  metal  box,  to  dissipate 
the  build-up  of  temperatures  often  reaching  over  800  degrees.  Assistant  Fire 
Chief  David  Darby  has  recommended  two  new  codes  to  the  city  council.  The  first 
requires  the  metal  box  for  recessed  lights,  and  the  second  requires  three  inches 
of  space  on  all  sides  of  metal  vent  pipes  originating  from  flame-fired  appliances 
or  fireplaces. 


SMOKE  DETECTOR  MANUALS  AVAILABLE 

Smoke  Detector  Training,  a  manual  designed  for  use  in  training  members  of  the 
fire  prevention  community  in  smoke  detector  technology  and  public  education  is 
now  available  for  $1.60  from  the  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office  (GPO)  under 
stock  number  003-000-00529-1.  The  training  manual  completes  PEO's  set  of  five 
smoke  detector  manuals  which  include:  Smoke  Detector  Resource  Catalog,  Smoke 
Detectors:  Moving  the  Public,  Smoke  Detector  Technology,  and  Smoke  Detectors 
and  Legislation.  Each  can  be  ordered  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  DC  20402. 


HUMOR 
Smoke  alarms?     Oh,    they're  selling   like  a  house  afire. 


CPSC  TESTIFIES  ON  RESIDENTIAL  ALUMINUM  WIRING 

FROM:      U.S.    Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission,    June  5,    1978  News  Release 

The  U.S.  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  (CPSC)  testified  before  the  House 
Subcommittee  on  Oversight  and  Investigations  regarding  fire  hazards  associated  with 
residential  aluminum  wiring  systems  manufactured  between  1965  and  1973. 

The  Commission  said  "that  the  primary  responsibility  for  alerting  the  public  and 
correcting  the  hazard  rests  with  industry.  However,  because  of  the  delays  inherent 
in  the  judicial  process  and  the  grave  danger  to  an  unwary  public,  the  CPSC  is  searching 
for  ways  to  best  warn  consumers." 

In  response  to  questions  about  what  consumers  can  do,  the  Commission  advises: 

--Write  CPSC,  Washington,  DC  20207  or  call  their  toll-free  hotline  (800)638-2666, 
for  their  pamphlet  titled  "Do  You  Have  An  Electrical  System  With  Aluminum  Wiring?' 

--If  you  think  you  may  have  aluminum  wiring  installed  between  1965  and  1973,  call 
an  experienced  electrician  for  an  inspection. 

--Do  not  attempt  repairs  yourself. 

--Watch  for  warning  signs  such  as: 

-  cover  plates  on  switches  and  outlets  which  are  warm  or  hot  to  the  touch; 

-  smoke  coming  from  outlets  or  switches; 

-  sparks  or  arcing  at  switches  and  outlets; 

-  strange  odors,  especially  the  smell  of  burning  plastic,  in  the  area  of  outlets 
or  switches; 

-  lights  which  flicker  periodically  (in  some  cases,  faulty  appliances  or  other 
unrelated  causes  may  result  in  lights  flickering); 

-  outlets,  lights,  or  entire  circuits  which  fail  to  work. 

Call  an  electrician  immediately  if  you  detect  any  such  danger  signals. 

*  *  * 
CPSC  ANNOUNCES  REPLACEMENT/REFITTING  PROGRAM  FOR  ELECTRIC  DEEP  FRYERS 

FROM:      U.S.    CPSC,   June   5,    1978  News  Release 

American  Electric  Corp.,  announced  a  voluntary  replacement,  refitting  and  refund 
program  involving  two  styles  of  its  model  7000  "Great  American  Frying  Machine",  mini- 
electric  deep  fryers,  because  they  may  pose  an  electric  shock  hazard.  This  program 
does  not  apply  to  model  7000A  fryers. 

One  of  the  model  7000  styles  was  marketed  between  January  and  April,  1977;  the 
other,  between  April  and  December,  1977.  The  earlier  model  will  be  replaced  by  the 
company  free  of  charge;  the  latter  model  will  be  refitted  with  additional  electrical 
insulation. 

The  company  warns  consumers  to  immediately  stop  using  these  mini-fryers  and  return 
them  to  American  Electric  Corp.,  9937  West  Jefferson  Blvd.,  Culver  City,  California 
90230,  Attention:  Consumer  Relations  Department. 

Any  consumer  who  wants  a  refund  for  either  style  must  send  the  unit  to  the  American 
Electric  Corp.,  along  with  proof  of  purchase  indicating  the  price.  Consumers  will  be 
reimbursed  for  postage  costs. 

Consumers  who  desire  information  about  this  program  should  contact  the  Consumer 
Relations  Department  of  the  American  Electric  Corp.  at  the  address  cited  above,  or 
call  the  company  at  (213)  871-2222.  To  verify  the  model  number,  contact  the  Consumer 
Product  Safety  Commission's  toll-free  hotline  at  (800)  638-2666. 


SAFETY  STANDARD  FOR  MINI  TREE  LIGHTS  PROPOSED 

FROM:      U.S.    Consumer  Product  Safety   Commission  April   27,    1978  NEWS  RELEASE 

WASHINGTON,  DC  (Apr.  27)  --  The  U.S.  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  (CPSC) 
has  voted  to  propose  a  comprehensive  safety  standard  to  eliminate  or  reduce  fire 
and  shock  hazards  caused  by  indoor  and  outdoor  miniature  Christmas  tree  lights 
and  similar  miniature  decorative  lights. 

The  proposed  rule,  originally  developed  under  the  offer  or  process  by  the 
National  Consumers  League,  Washington,  DC,  contains  requirements  for  the  wiring, 
plugs,  and  receptacles,  and  assembly  of  about  30-40  million  miniature  Christmas 
tree  light  strings. 

Included  are  specific  requirements  for: 

--proper  wiring  to  minimize  overheating  and  to  reduce  chances  of  exposed 
live  parts; 

--size  and  placement  of  plug  blades,  plug  dimensions,  plug  and  connector 
strength,  and  enclosure  of  electrical  life  parts  in  plugs  and  connectors; 

--light  bulbs  and  bulb  sockets  to  resist  overheating  which  could  ignite 
decorations  or  melt  sockets  exposing  live  parts  or  causing  short  circuiting,, 

Also  proposed  are  protective  devices  to  prevent  the  flow  of  too  much  electric 
current  causing  deterioration  of  light  sets  and  requirements  prohibiting  accessible 
live  parts  in  light  bulb  holders. 

The  Commission's  decision  in  March  1977  to  develop  a  product  safety  standard 
for  miniature  lights  was  primarily  based  on  technical  analyses  of  Christmas 
light  products  and  on  results  from  a  1975  survey  of  Christmas  decorative  lights, 
which  concluded  that  defects  such  as  exposed  live  electrical  conductors  in  the 
lights  could  wery   likely  lead  to  hazardous  situations. 

Of  complaints  and  reports  received  about  tree  light  incidents  during  the 
1977  Christmas  season,  about  twice  as  many  concerned  the  miniature  light  variety 
as  the  larger  sizes.  About  90  percent  of  the  incidents  detailed  fire,  melting, 
smoking,  or  overheating  problems. 

The  proposed  standard  will  soon  be  published  for  comment  in  the  Federal 
Register.  Interested  people  should  send  five  written  copies  of  their  views 
to:  Office  of  the  Secretary,  CPSC,  Washington,  DC  20207. 

A  public  hearing  to  gather  additional  views  will  be  held  June  7,  1978,  at 
Commission  Headquarters,  1111  18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC,  in  Room  305. 
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TECHNICAL  BULLETIN  TO  BE  PUBLISHED 

The  State  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  will  be  publishing  a  bulletin  aimed  at  providing 
timely  information  relating  to  fire  prevention  and  arson  detection.  It  will  be  pub- 
lished eyery   two  months  beginning  this  July.  The  bulletin  will  be  directed  to  the 
Fire  Marshals  and  will  be  in  addition  to  the  Fire  Marshal  Newsletter. 

If  you  have  any  information  which  would  be  of  interest  to  other  Fire  Marshals, 
please  submit  it  to:  State  Fire  Marshal  Bureau,  1409  Helena  Avenue,  Helena,  Montane 
59601,  to  the  attention  of  Deputy  State  Fire  Marshal ,  Ron  Hetrick. 


"BAN  THE  BURN"  FIRE  PREVENTION  EDUCATION  PROGRAM  AVAILABLE 

The  "Ban  the  Burn"  program  is  an  elementary  fire  safety  course  with  the  main 
theme  being  burns.   The  program  is  aimed  at  kindergarten  through  fourth  grades.   It 
is  an  integrated  educational  kit.   In  addition  to  the  main  course,  there  are  six 
ditto  worksheets,  six  transparencies,  and  films  for  use  after  reviewing  the  course. 

The  course  has  eight  sections: 

Section  1  -  Classification  of  burns,  first-aid  procedures,  and  scald  burns 

Section  2  -  Stove  burns 

Section  3  -  Flame-resistant  sleepwear  and  playing  with  matches 

Section  4  -  Stop,  Drop  and  Roll 

Section  5  -  Flammable  liquids 

Section  6  -  Youthful  fireplay 

Section  7  -  Gun  powder  accident 

Section  8  -  House  fire 

The  teacher  will  read  a  true  story  for  each  section.   There  are  questions  for  the 
teacher  to  ask  the  children  relating  to  each  section.   The  course  includes  role- 
playing  activities,  coloring  and  puzzle  activities,  and  demonstration  activities. 

This  program  is  to  be  taught  strictly  by  the  teacher.   No  fire  department  per- 
sonnel are  required  to  teach  or  supervise  the  program.   All  fire  departments  are 
urged  to  contact  their  principals  or  school  officials  to  encourage  them  to  partici- 
pate in  this  program. 

Interested  persons  can  contact  Bruce  Hadella;  Montana  Fire  Services  Training 
School;  2100  16th  Avenue  South;  Great  Falls,  Montana  59405;  phone,  761-7885. 


MONTANA  FIRE  CODES  CORRECTION 

There  is  a  correction  in  the  Montana  Fire  Codes,  section  32-120.  Section 
32-1202(f)  should  read  "section  32-1202(e)". 


"SCHOOL'S  OUT" 

Once  again  the  youngsters  are  out  of  school.  And  as  in  years  past,  there 
will  be  some  who  will  get  into  mischief  due  to  boredom  or  lack  of  supervision. 
The  following  are  statistics  taken  from  the  Montana  Fire  Incident  Reports  for 
1977  and  1978  on  child  Presetting: 

January  1  -  June  30,  1977  173 

July  31  -  December  31,  1977  167 

January  1  -  June  30,  1978  74 

There  is  a  block  on  the  new  902F  Incident  Report  for  recording  the  age(s) 
of  the  child  or  children  involved  in  a  fire.  To  date,  of  the  74  incidents 
reported,  only  30  have  indicated  the  age.  The  following  are  the  ages  of  the 
children  that  have  been  reported: 

Age  Number 

1-1/2  1 

3  1 

4  3 

5  2 

6  1 

7  1 

8  2 

9  4 

10  4 

11  6 

12  1 

13  3 

14  1 

15  1 

As  the  figures  indicate,  the  largest  group  is  from  1  to  12  years  old.  In 
1977,  the  juvenile  fire  deaths  were  the  highest  in  this  age  group  also. 

There  are  times  when  it  may  be  impossible  to  obtain  the  exact  age  of  a  child 
involved  in  a  fire;  however,  the  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  requests  that  all  reporting 
departments  make  every  effort  to  at  least  estimate  the  age(s)  of  any  child  or 
children  involved  in  firesetting.  It  is  our  goal  to  better  define  the  exact  age 
group(s)  involved  in  order  to  organize  better  and  more  efficient  fire  prevention 
education  programs. 


MONTANA  FIRE  CHIEFS  ASSOCIATION  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

The  annual  conference  of  the  Montana  Association  of  Fire  Chiefs  will  be  held 
in  Butte  at  the  War  Bonnet  Inn.   This  will  be  a  three  day  convention,  beginning 
with  registration  Wednesday  morning,  October  11. 

There  are  workshops  planned  for  the  first  two  days.   The  Montana  Fire  Services 
Training  School  will  present  a  training  session  Wednesday  afternoon  at  1:00  p.m. 
and  a  workshop  that  evening.   There  will  be  another  training  session  Thursday  with 
workshops  in  the  evening.   Friday,  October  13,  will  be  devoted  to  business,  reports, 
election  of  officers,  etc.,  and  the  annual  banquet  will  be  that  evening. 

Individuals  are  responsible  for  their  own  reservations  and  can  write  or  call 
the  War  Bonnet  Inn,  2100  Cornell  Avenue,  phone — 792-9121. 
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ARSON  TEAM  OPERATIVE  IN  FLATHEAD  COUNTY 

The  Flathead  County  Arson  Team  is  formally  in  operation.   The  team  consists 
of  14  members:   four  firemen,  two  Sheriff's  deputies,  six  police  officers,  the 
Assistant  County  Attorney,  and  a  secretary. 

Arson  activity  has  been  slow  since  the  team  was  formed;  however,  the  team 
does  meet  once  a  month  to  discuss  arson  and  related  problems. 

The  team  received  funding  from  the  Crime  Control  Division  to  provide  training. 
To  date,  one  team  member  has  attended  an  arson  polygraph  school  in  Great  Falls. 
There  is  a  school  planned  for  sometime  this  summer  in  San  Francisco.   This  school 
will  deal  with  Arson  Prosecution  for  County  Attorneys.   There  are  tentative  plans 
to  send  six  individuals  to  the  Law  Enforcement  Academy  in  Bozeman  the  latter  part 
of  August.   They  will  be  attending  sessions  on  arson  investigation  and  related 
classes. 

The  team  received  no  funding  for  equipment;  however,  they  have  received 
donations  from  local  organizations  concerned  with  the  arson  problem  to  be  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  equipment.   The  Independent  Insurance  Agency  will  be  meeting 
to  discuss  the  possibility  of  purchasing  equipment  for  the  team. 


FOUR  ATTEND  ARSON  COURSE 

Four  Montana  law  enforcement  members  recently  attended  a  Fire/Arson  Investi- 
gation Course,  held  in  Casper,  Wyoming,  June  5-16.  The  course  was  presented  by 
the  National  Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Association. 

These  individuals  were:  Deputy  Sheriff  Ken  Anderson,  Cascade  County;  Terry 
Wilkenson,  Lt.  Detective,  Deer  Lodge  County;  Deputy  Sheriff  Jim  Henrich,  Butte- 
Silver  Bow  County;  and  Deputy  Sheriff  John  W.  McCrosson,  Gallatin  County. 

The  four  men  acted  as  representatives  for  two  of  the  participants  from  the 
State  Fire  Marshal  office  and  for  two  participants  from  the  Montana  Fire  Services 
Training  School . 


MONTANA  FIRE  SERVICES  TRAINING  SCHOOL  DIRECTOR  RESIGNS 

Effective  July  3,  1978,  Jim  Macklin,  Director  of  the  Montana  Fire  Services 

I  raining  School,  will  be  leaving  to  pursue  other  opportunities  overseas   Jens 

Bolstad  will  act  as  Director  until  the  Public  Board  of  Education  appoints  a 

permanent  Director.  Any  requests  for  training,  audio  visual  aides,  or  school 

programs  should  be  made  to  Jens.  Requests  can  be  mailed  to:  Montana  Fire  Services 

K?1^  School>  2100  16tn  Avenue  South,  Great  Falls,  Montana  59405;  or  call 
/o 1-7885. 
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ARSON  STUDY  CONDUCTED 
FROM:     LEAA,    June   4,    1978  News  Release 

Only  nine  persons  are  arrested  for  every  100  cases  of  known  or  suspected  arson, 
only  two  are  convicted,  and  seldom  is  anyone  actually  jailed. 

These  statistics  are  disclosed  in  a  study  --  "Arson  and  Arson  Investigation"  -- 
released  by  the  National  Institute  of  Law  Enforcement  and  Criminal  Justice,  the 
research  arm  of  the  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administration  (LEAA). 

The  report  belied  a  frequently  held  belief  that  a  large  percentage  of  arson  cases 
result  from  insurance  fraud. 

The  132-page  report  said  one  reason  arson  is  increasing  with  relatively  few 
arrests  and  convictions  is  a  shortage  of  trained  investigators.  Other  reasons  are 
that  there  are  usually  no  witnesses;  investigation  is  hampered  by  the  destruction 
caused  by  a  fire  and  damage  when  it  is  extinguished;  confusion  about  investigation 
jurisdiction  between  police  and  fire  officials,  and  special  prosecutorial  problems 
because  arson  cases  often  rely  on  circumstantial  evidence. 

Some  of  the  report's  recommendations,  which  include  the  suggestions  of  20  promi- 
nent arson  investigators,  follow: 

--Collection  and  dissemination  of  arson  statistics  should  be  improved. 

--Arson  should  be  reported  with  other  serious  crimes  in  the  FBI  Crime  Index. 

--Increased  training  for  arson  investigators  of  fire  and  police  departments. 

--More  arson  investigators  are  needed  in  both  fire  and  police  departments. 

--An  automated  nationwide  data  system  available  only  to  authorized  arson  investi- 
gators should  be  established  to  help  solve  cases  involving  repeaters,  pro- 
fessional "torches",  and  arson  rings. 

--A  testing  method  should  be  conducted  to  establish  the  reliability  of  methods 
used  by  investigators  to  establish  the  causes  of  fires. 

--Insurance  companies  can  help  eliminate  the  profit  motive  from  arson  through 
more  selective  underwriting,  avoidance  of  overinsurance,  not  paying  claims 
until  the  investigation  has  been  concluded,  more  defense  against  fraudulent 
claims  in  civil  court,  and  providing  more  information  on  insurance  coverage 
to  arson  investigators. 

--Investigative  responsibility  should  be  coordinated.  Fire  investigation  and 
arson  detection  should  be  the  responsibility  of  the  fire  service.  Criminal 
investigation  of  fires  established  as  arson  should  be  the  responsibility  of 
law  enforcement  agencies. 

Persons  interested  in  obtaining  copies  of  the  study  --  "Arson  and  Arson  Inves- 
tigation" --  may  write  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  DC  20402.  The  stock  number  is  027-000-00600-1.  The  price  is 
$3.25  per  copy,  prepaid. 
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CHIMNEY  FIRES  ADD  TO  FIRE  LOSS 

The  Legislative  Auditor's  Office  recently  requested  any  information  the  Fire 
Marshal  Bureau  could  supply  pertaining  to  faulty  installations  of  heating  equipment. 
In  the  course  of  retrieving  this  information  from  the  902F  incident  reports,  it  was 
discovered  that  chimney  fires  are  beginning  to  take  their  toll  in  terms  of  dollar 
loss.  The  following  are  statistics  on  chimney  fires  reported  since  January  1: 

Number  of  Fires  Ignition  Factor  Dollar  Loss 

123  Dirty  chimneys  $  47,615.00 

10  Overheated  chimneys  21,417.00 

30  Improper  installation  101 ,837.00 

$170,869.00 

In  1977,  there  were  215  incidents  reported  involving  chimneys  as  equipment 
permitting  ignition.  The  statistics  for  1978  to  date,  indicate  the  total  for  the 
year  will  be  considerably  higher  than  last  year.  There  are  no  definite  figures  to 
indicate  the  dollar  loss  due  to  chimney  fires  in  1977;  however,  random  surveys  indi- 
cated the  loss  to  be  minimal.  We  can  anticipate  the  loss  to  increase  in  1978  if  the 
figures  already  submitted  are  any  indication. 

This  past  winter  was  one  of  the  most  costly  in  terms  of  high  utility  bills  for 
many  Montanans.  Indications  are  next  winter  will  be  just  as  costly  and  it  can  be 
anticipated  that  many  homeowners  will  seek  alternate  methods  of  heating  their  homes. 
Studies  indicate  more  people  are  installing  solid-fuel  burning  heating  equipment 
than  ever  before.  Many  of  these  are  "do-it-yourself"  installations. 

The  statistics  for  the  past  three  years  indicate  the  public  needs  to  be  educated 
regarding  proper  installation  and  maintenance  of  solid-fuel  buring  heating  equipment. 
The  increase  in  rate  of  incidents  involving  chimneys,  fireplaces,  woodburning  stoves, 
etc.;  and  the  dollar  loss  figures  would  indicate  the  public  is  not  getting  the  message. 

This  summer  would  be  an  excellent  time  for  fire  departments  to  introduce  some 
form  of  education  program  concerning  this  increasing  problem.  Many  people  will  un- 
doubtedly take  advantage  of  the  good  weather  to  install  alternate  heating  devices 
before  winter  and  high  utilities  hit  again. 


******* 


William  Penttila,   former  State  Fire  Marshal,   has  asked  this  office  to  express 
his  regrets  that  he  was  not  aware  that  the  recent  Volunteer  Firemen's  Convention  held 
in  Hamilton  was  dedicated  to  him. 

Bill  stated  he  would  have  been  honored  to  be  present  if  he  had  known.      He 
expressed  his  deep  appreciation  for  this  dedication. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT  INFORMATION 

FORMING  A  FIRE  DISTRICT 

Must  petition  freeholders  in  proposed  district.  Need  51%  people,  plus  51% 
of  total  area.  District  boundaries  many  times  are  drawn  to  coincide  with  school 
district  boundaries.  The  petitions  (with  signatures)  are  presented  to  the 
County  Commissioners  and  they  qive  permission  to  form  the  district.  The  signa- 
tures are  first  presented  to  the  Clerk  and  Recorder  to  validate  signatures. 
Sometimes  clubs  or  other  organizations  will  carry  petitions,  otherwise  prospec- 
tive firemen  do  this. 

A  public  hearing  is  then  held.  All  freeholding  taxpayers  in  the  planned 
district  must  be  notified  of  the  public  meeting  by  first  class  mail. 

The  County  Commissioners  appoint  the  Board  of  Trustees.  The  Board  then 
elects  a  Chairman  and  Secretary-Treasurer  within  the  Board.  The  Board  also 
draws  up  by-laws,  appoints  a  chief  and  members  of  the  fire  department.  The 
County  Commissioners  also  pass  on  the  appointments  at  a  regular  meeting  so  that 
the  chief  and  firemen  have  property  authority  to  function. 

Annually,  after  the  original  appointments,  the  district  must  hold  public 
election  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This  is  often  held  at  the  same  time  as  the 
school  board  election. 

The  fire  chief  is  required  to  send  a  list  of  active  firemen  to  the  "Public 
Employees  Retirement  System"  (P.E.R.S.)  each  year  by  September  1st  for  the 
previous  fiscal  year.  This  lists  the  firemen  who  have  completed  at  least  30 
hours  of  training  during  the  year.  The  chief  can  be  liable  for  perjury  if  the 
list  contains  names  of  individuals  who  have  not  had  the  training. 

Also,  each  fire  department  has  to  file  with  the  County  Clerk  and  Recorder 
once  per  year  the  list  of  active  firemen.  This  is  to  be  filed  and  kept  in  the 
Clerk  and  Recorder's  files.  The  Industrial  Accident  Board  refers  to  the  Clerk 
and  Recorder's  office  in  the  event  of  an  accident  claim  from  a  volunteer  fireman. 
This  is  after  the  insurance  of  the  volunteer  fire  department  has  been  exhausted. 
In  unincorporated  areas,  the  State  Industrial  Accident  Board  allows  $75.00^ 
per  truck  (limit  2  trucks)  for  fire  department  membership  accident  and  disability 
insurance.  Mr.  Kiely  of  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  will  arrange  to  purchase 
the  insurance  on  request  of  the  volunteer  fire  department.   If  a  serious  injury 
occurred  to  a  volunteer  fireman,  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  will  pay  up  to 
$25,000  for  further  hospital  expense,  loss  of  limb,  etc.  when  the  insurance 
coverage  has  been  depleted. 

P.E.R.S.  is  funded  by  tax  on  the  fire  portion  of  insurance  premiums  sold  in 
Montana.  This  fund  started  paying  $25.00  monthly  pensions,  but  is  now  up  to 
$100  per  month. 

Ten  years  service  pays  1/2  pension,  and  it  is  pro-rated  between  10  and  20 
years. 

A  fire  department  cannot  be  graded  by  the  Insurance  Service  Office  (ISO) 
unless  it  is  a  duly  organized  fire  department  in  a  district  or  municipality. 
If  the  ISO  has  not  graded  the  district,  the  grading  will  be  #10  (lowest  grade 
or  no  grade).  This  grade  is  the  most  costly  in  insurance  premiums. 

If  a  fire  department  has  a  pumper  truck  with  hose  and  500  gallons  of  water, 
with  a  regular  training  program,  it  probably  will  be  classified  as  #9.  In  order 
to  go  to  #8  grading,  the  department  must  demonstrate  that  they  can  pump  200 
gallons  per  minute  for  twenty  minutes  without  interruption.  Grade  8  is  the 
lowest  a  district  or  municipality  can  go  without  an  underground  water  supply. 
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FORMING  A  FIRE  DISTRICT  (Continued) 

A  volunteer  fire  department  in  an  incorporated  city  (about  130  in  Montana) 
can  have  "Fire  Department  Relief  Associations"  —  most  of  them  do.  Fire  depart- 
ment relief  associations  are  organized  by  membership,  approval  from  the  City 
Council  to  form  the  organization,  and  filing  papers  of  incorporation  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  ($10  fee).  They  then  elect  officers  and  make  by-laws  and 
are  provided  disability,  pensions,  and  funeral  funds  ($750). 

This  is  funded  by  a  tax  on  real  estate  within  the  city,  up  to  4  mills  taxa- 
tion. They  also  get  an  annual  payment  from  the  Insurance  Commissioner  amounting 
to  45/100  of  one  mill  of  the  assessed  value  of  the  property  within  their  city 
limits.  Any  donations  also  may  be  put  into  this  fund.  These  funds  are  in  the 
possession  of  the  "Fire  Department  Relief  Association"  (Secretary-Treasurer  and 
President). 

The  treasurer  is  required  to  file  a  financial  report  to  directors  of  the 
Fire  Department  Relief  Association  and  to  Omholt  in  the  fall  of  each  year  in 
order  to  get  the  insurance  fund  (forms  are  provided). 

Members  who  belong  to  both  city  and  fire  district  may  draw  retirement  from 
both  the  Fire  Department  Relief  Association  (F.D.R.A.)  and  from  P.E.R.S. 
Usually  under  this  arrangement,  the  city  and  district  equipment  are  housed  under 
the  same  roof.  One  chief  and  firemen  cover  both  city  and  rural  using  the 
appropriate  equipment. 

Address  of  ISO:  Strain  Building;  Great  Falls,  MT  59401;  phone,  453-2428 

Address  of  Andy  Kiely:  Workers  Compensation  Division;  815  Front  Street; 
Helena,  MT  59601;  phone,  449-3182 

PUBLIC  SAFETY  OFFICERS'  BENEFITS  (PSOB)  ACT  OF  1976 

The  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administration  (LEAA)  administers  the  Public 
Safety  Officers'  Benefits  (PSOB)  Act  of  1976.  This  Act  provides  a  $50,000.00 
death  benefit  to  the  eligible  survivors  of  law  enforcement  officers  and  fire- 
fighters whose  death  results  from  a  personal  injury  sustained  in  the  line  of 
duty. 

The  LEAA  is  concerned  that  benefits  claims  are  not  being  filed  by  some 
families  of  firefighters  who  have  died  in  the  line  of  duty.  They  believe  that 
some  departments,  particularly  volunteer  fire  companies,  may  yet  be  unaware  of 
this  relatively  new  benefits  program. 

The  National  Fire  Prevention  and  Control  Administration  (NFPCA)  has  indicated 
to  the  LEAA  that  the  Fire  Marshal  offices  are  the  focal  point  in  each  state  for 
fire  services.  The  LEAA  assumes  that  local  fire  departments  are  required  to 
report  line  of  duty  deaths  to  the  Fire  Marshal  office.  If  such  reports  are  made, 
it  would  be  extremely  helpful  if  the  LEAA  were  notified  as  quickly  as  possible 
whenever  the  Fire  Marshal  office  learns  of  a  line  of  duty  death.  They,  in  turn, 
can  then  contact  the  local  fire  department  to  initiate  claim  procedures  for  the 
family  of  the  deceased  firefighter.  Reporting  by  the  Fire  Marshal  office  need 
only  be  a  collect  telephone  call  to  the  LEAA  on  (202)376-2691. 

The  Law  Enforcement  Assistance  Administration  is  not  trying  to  establish 
within  any  state  the  requirement  that  all  firefighter  deaths  be  reported  to  them 
through  the  Fire  Marshal  office.  This  would  delay  the  claim  process.  Rather, 
they  are   trying  to  insure  a  backup  system  to  local  fire  departments  to  make 
certain  that  they  are  notified  in  all  line  of  duty  deaths. 
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LADIES  AUXILIARY  RAISES  FUNDS  FOR  VOLUNTEER  DEPARTMENT 

The  South  Kal ispel 1  Volunteer  Fire  Department  was  formed  in  February  of  1973. 
At  that  time  the  term  "Department"  was  flattering.  They  had  16  interested  fire- 
men, that  was  it.  No  hall,  no  equipment,  no  trucks,  no  gear,  but  they  had  an 
overabundance  of  interest  and  enthusiasm.  A  loan  was  secured  and  along  with 
Revenue  Sharing  monies,  a  shell  of  a  building  was  erected.  The  interior  was 
finished  with  donated  labor  from  the  firemen.  A  pumper  was  next,  a  used  1956  GMC 
and,  added  to  that,  a  County  tanker.  At  last  they  were  in  the  business  of  fire- 
fighting. 

That  Fall  two  of  the  firemen's  wives  decided  money  was  needed  for  equipment 
and  gear.  Each  fireman  was  approached  for  a  loan.  This  loan  bought  a  .308 
caliber  rifle.  Tickets  were  sold  and  a  Masquerade  Ball  was  held.  This  first 
project  cleared  $870.00.  Hose  and  boots  were  bought. 

Thus,  the  beginning  of  the  many  contributions  the  South  Kalispell  Volunteer 
Fire  Department's  Ladies  Auxiliary  was  to  make  in  the  years  to  come. 

The  Auxiliary  was  officially  formed  in  February,  1974.  They  have  six  major 
fund-raising  projects  a  year;  along  with  a  few  spur-of-the-moment  ideas.  These 
projects  include  a  spring  bake  sale,  a  concession  stand  arttwo  major  horse  shows 
held  at  the  fairgrounds,  ticket  sales  for  a  pickup  topper  (donated  by  one  of  the 
firemen  who  owns  a  camper  manufacturing  concern),  a  Masquerade  Ball  at  Halloween, 
a  fall  rummage  sale,  and  Turkey  and  Basket  of  Cheer  sales  just  before  Thanksgiving. 

The  average  yearly  contribution  by  the  Auxiliary  to  the  Department  is  approx- 
imately $3,000.00.  Some  of  the  items  the  Auxiliary  has  purchased  or  helped  to 
purchase  are:  hose,  nozzles,  turnout  coats,  boots,  hats,  gloves,  air  masks,  radios, 
exhaust  fans,  First  Aid  kits,  training  manuals,  badges,  department  jackets,  5  year 
pins,  and  last,  but  not  least,  refrigerator  refreshments. 

This  past  winter,  the  firemen  added  a  36'  x  42'  meeting  room  and  kitchen  to 
the  fire  hall.  Auxiliary  funds  for  the  past  six  months  have  been  contributed  to 
pay  for  the  materials.  The  labor  for  the  construction  was  donated  by  the  firemen. 
The  interior  still  needs  finishing—so  this  will  be  a  busy  fund-raising  summer  to 
get  it  ready  and  operating  by  Fall. 

With  the  addition  of  another  pumper  and  a  2100  gallon  tanker,  the  Department 
was  able  to  classify  for  a  Class  8  rating  two  years  ago.  As  anyone  knows,  an 
undertaking  of  this  kind  could  not  have  been  accomplished  in  five  short  years 
without  the  dedication  and  teamwork  of  both  the  firemen  and  the  Auxiliary.  The 
Department,  its  members,  and  its  Auxiliary  are  to  be  congratulated  for  their  fine 
contribution  to  their  community. 


The  Fire  Marshal  Bureau  expresses  its  appreciation  to  Mrs.  Betty  Edwardson, 
S.K.V.F.D.  Auxiliary  member,  for  providing  this  interesting  and  informative 
history  of  the  South  Kalispell  Volunteer  Fire  Department  and  its  outstanding 
Auxiliary. 

We  invite  other  departments  to  submit  information  regarding  projects  and 
programs  being  conducted  by  their  firemen  and/or  Auxiliaries. 


REMEMBER:      Firemen  still  make  house  calls. 
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"VOLUNTEER  FIREMEN" 


As  He   looked  down  from  His  throne 
A  furrow  wrinkled  His  brow. 
Something  was  amiss 3    He  said, 
To  His  children  fay  below. 


What  was  needed  was  compassion 
Combined  with   love  for  fellow-man. 
Someone  not  afraid  of  duties 
Someone  with  a  helping  hand. 


Someone  to  give  themselves  unselfishly 
When  the  need  for  such  arose. 
Someone  unfraid  of  dangers 
When  a  threat  to   life  did  pose. 


Someone  with  a  heart  so  big 
To  care  about  his  neighbor's  trouble. 
Someone  to  call  on  day  or  night 
Someone  to  do  it  double. 


"I've  got  it,"  He  said 

As  the  furrow  left  His  brow. 

"I've  got  the  answer,   Amen, 

I'll  create  some   Volunteer  Firemen. " 


Mrs.    Betty  Edwardson 

S.  K. V. F.  D.   Auxi liary  Member 
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MEETINGS 

There  will  be  a  two-day  seminar  to  discuss  the  correlation  of  the 
Uniform  Fire  Code  to  the  Uniform  Building  Code.   This  seminar  is  tenta- 
tively scheduled  for  September  11th  and  12th. 

The  Montana  Fire  Prevention  Association  will  hold  their  bi-annual 
meeting  September  13th.  The  major  topic  of  discussion  will  be  school 
fire  prevention  education  programs .  One  of  the  programs  ready  for 
implementation  is  the  "Ban  the  Burn"  program.  This  program  was  pilot 
tested  in  Great  Falls  and  Bozeman  last  year  and  will  be  available  this 
fall  from  the  Montana  Fire  Services  Training  School.  There  will  also 
be  discussion  regarding  other  education  programs  being  developed. 

The  Montana  Chapter  of  the  International  Association  of  Arson  In- 
vestigators (I. A. A. I.)  will  meet  Thursday,  September  14th. 

Two  major  topics  of  discussion  will  be  the  new  procedures  for 
obtaining  membership  in  the  National  Chapter  of  the  I. A. A. I.  and  the 
procedures  for  forming  fire  investigation  teams  in  the  counties .   There 
will  also  be  discussion  regarding  possible  Legislative  Committee  reports 

The  following  two  pages  are  applications  for  joining  the  National 
Chapter  of  the  I. A. A. I.  and  the  Montana  Chapter  of  the  I. A. A. I.   Appli- 
cations are  to  be  sent  to  Les  Johnson,  Fire  Marshal,  Missoula  City  Fire 
Department,  200  Pine  Street,  Missoula  59801. 

The  site  for  these  meetings  has  not  yet  been  determined,  but  will 
be  announced  at  a  later  date. 


•k   *  * 


MOBILE  HOME  INVESTIGATIONS 

The  May  Fire  Marshal  Newsletter  contained  an  article  relating  to 
in-depth  mobile  home  fire  investigations  that  this  office  is  now  con- 
ducting.  It  is  imperative  that  this  office  be  notified  immediately  of 
any  mobile  home  fire.   Delayed  notification  hampers  the  investigation 
due  to  the  possibilitie  of  the  fire  scene  being  tampered  with--debris 
being  hauled  away,  evidence  removed  or  destroyed,  etc. 

As  you  know,  our  office  has  a  24-hour  emergency  telephone  number 
which  is  449-2050.   This  number  can  be  used  to  report  mobile  home  fires 
at  any  time. 
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ARSON 


ROBERT  E.  MAY,  Secretary  Treasurer 
ENTERNAT.  ASSOC.  OF  ARSON  IN  /ESTIGATORS 
97  Paquin  Drive 
Marlboro,  Massachusetts  01752 


International  Association  of  Arson  Investigators 

APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 


I  hereby  make  application  for  AccnriATC  membership  in  the  International  Association  of  Arson  Investigators    in  accordance 

with    its   Constitution   and   By  Laws,   and   agree   to   be   bound   therewith.      I    am  transmitting  $20.00  (U.  S.)  for  annual  dues  with  this 
application.     All  the  information  given  by  me  is  warranted  to  be  true. 

PLEASE  PRINT  OR  TYPE 
1     Name  in  full 2     Date  of  Birth 


3     Employed  by    4     Business  of  Employer 

5     In  what  capacity' 6.    How  long' 


Area& 

7     Business  address    8.   Tel  No. 

Province  or  Postal  or 

9.   City 10.   State  11.   ZipCode_ 

Area  & 
12    Home  address  13.   Tel  No. 

Province  or  Postal  or 

14    City 15.   State  16.   Zip  Code_ 

Province  or 
17.   Place  of  birth     City 18.   State 


19    Social  Insurance  or  Social  Security  No 


20    Have  you  ever  been  convicted  of  a  crime' If  Yes       Explain  fully 


21     Military  Service 22     How  Long? 

23    State  your  qualifications  for  membership  (see  reverse  side) 

References  (name,  address  and  occupation) 
A. 


Recommended  by  member  in  good  standing  Applicant  signature  &  date 

Signature 

Date 


MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1  Active  Membership.  Any  representative  of  government  or  of  a  governmental  agency  and 
any  representative  of  a  business  or  industrial  concern  who  is  actively  engaged  in  some  phase  of  the 
suppression  of  arson  at  the  time  he  makes  application  shall  be  eligible  to  active  membership  on  application, 
provided  such  person  possesses  the  other  qualifications  for  membership  in  the  discretion  of  the  Membership 
Committee  and  provided  such  person  is  not  less  than  twenty  one  years  of  age  at  the  time  he  make* 
application  All  applicants  for  active  or  associate  membership,  if  accepted,  will  be  on  temporary  status 
until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  During  this  temporary  status  period  a  person's  member- 
ship may  be  revoked  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Directors  If  the  application  is  not  reiected  by  the 
"Board"  within  the  specified  time  limit  membership  is  automatically  granted 

Section  2  Associate  Membership  Persons  not  qualified  for  active  membership  may  become  associate 
members,  after  determination  of  their  qualifications  by  the  Membership  Committee  Associate  members 
shall  have  the  privileges  of  an  active  member,  except,  voting  and  holding  office  The  Association  may. 
by  majority  vote  of  active  members  present,  exclude  associate  members  from  any  particular  business 
meeting 

Section  6.  Personal  Qualifications  Prior  to  voting  upon  each  application,  the  Membership  Committee 
shall  give  due  consideration  to  the  following,  among  other  qualifications  it  deems  applicable,  to  wit. 
(1)  the  personal  character  and  reputation  of  the  applicant,  (2)  the  nature,  character  and  reputation  of 
the  applicant's  business.  (3)  the  character  and  reputation  of  the  applicant's  employer  and  associates,  and 
(4)  the  general  nature,  character  and  reputation  of  the  principal  business  of  the  applicant's  employer  and 
associates  No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  any  class  of  membership  if  he  has  been  a  member,  or  is  presently 
a  member,  or  becomes,  a  member  of  a  subversive  organization  or  of  any  organization  whose  objectives  and 
operations  are  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of  the  Association 


INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  ARSON  INVESTIGATORS  -  MONTANA  CHAPTER 

APPLICATION 


NAME 


(Type  or  Print)  Last 

HOME  ADDRESS 


First 


Initial 


Birth  Date 


No. 


Street 


HOME  TELEPHONE 


Dept.  of  Agency  Represented 
(Related  to  Arson  Investigation) 


City  State  Zip  Code 

BUSINESS  TELEPHONE 


County 


No. 


Street 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Occupation  or  Position 

I  hereby  make  application  tor  Associate  Membership  in  the  MONTANA  CHAPTER  of  the 
International  Association  of  Arson  Investigators  in  accordance  with  its  constitution  and 
by-laws,  and  agree  to  be  bound  therewith.  I  am  transmitting  the  amount  of  $5.00  for  annual 
dues  with  this  application. 

Are  you  also  a  member  of  the  International  Association  of  Arson  Investigators? 

(     )  Yes  (     )  No 

Have  you  ever  been  convicted  of  a  felony?     (     )  Yes  (     )  No 

Are  you  now,  or  have  you  ever  been,  a  member  of  any  group  declared  subversive  by 
any  official  agency  of  the  United  States?      (     )    Yes  (     )    No 

SIGNED 


Office  Use  Only 
Year     Number 


SCHOOLS 


JULY  15,  1978 


AUGUST  5-6,  1978 


SEPTEMBER  15-16,  1978 


SEPTEMBER  25-29,  1978 


OCTOBER  11-12,  1978 


Hurst  Jaws  of  Life  (extrication  workshop) 
9:00  a.m.,  Butte  Civic  Center 

Large  Diameter  Hose  Workshop 

9:00  a.m.,  Miles  City  Fire  Department 

Alberta-Montana  Society  of  Fire  Service 

Instructors  Meeting 
9:00  a.m.,  Montana  Fire  Services  Training 
School,  Great  Falls 

Annual  Aircraft  Crash  Rescue  School 

9:00  a.m.,  Montana  Fire  Services  Training 

School,  Great  Falls 

Fire  Chief  Management  and  Tactics  School 
1:00  p.m.  (10/11),  War  Bonnet  Inn,  Butte 
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